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HMAS WESTRALIA 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.08 pm]: Twenty years ago this week, 
a devastating fire ripped through the engine room of HMAS Westralia and the Royal Australian Navy lost four of 
its finest. On the 5 May 1998, HMAS Westralia having just departed fleet base west from Garden Island and 
en route to rendezvous with HMAS Success, HMAS Darwin and HMAS Adelaide, a fuel leak in the engine room 
led to the Royal Australian Navy’s worst peacetime disaster in over 30 years. 

On Saturday, the Governor, the Premier and the Chief of Navy attended the commemoration service held at 
HMAS Stirling to honour the brave sailors who lost their lives fighting the fire and, most importantly, helping to 
save the lives of their fellow crew members. Two decades on, this serves as yet another solemn reminder of the 
danger that our armed services personnel place themselves in every day by virtue of their chosen profession 
regardless of whether in times of war or peace and the commitment that they have to their service, to their country 
and, most importantly, to each other. 

The fire on board HMAS Westralia took two hours to bring under control, with the entire crew and the vessel at 
risk during much of this time. By the time the fire was extinguished, this committed and professional crew 
had earned two Conspicuous Service Crosses; four bravery medals, three of which were posthumous; and 
four group citations for bravery. However, as well as many being wounded, the crew of HMAS Westralia 
also lost four of their own. Today we acknowledge again those sailors who paid the ultimate price in the 
service of the country: Midshipman Megan Pelly, Petty Officer Shaun Smith, Leading Seaman Bradley Meek and 
Able Seaman Phillip Carroll. We thank you for your service. 

Lest we forget. 
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